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As this 2004-2005 Research Report demonstrates, 

the UNSW Law Faculty continues to pioneer and 

contribute substantially to groundbreaking legal 

research in Australia and beyond.  

What is striking in examining this Report is the 

capacity of the Faculty to embrace “core” research 

within the basic curriculum, the so called “Priestley 11”, 

while also engaging in fascinating reseach well beyond 

that core.  Implicit in much of this groundbreaking 

research is an appreciation that law functions within 

a wide social context, not only through narrowly 

constituted rights of individuals and power of  states.  

International law research at UNSW deals with the 

law governing highly complex relations among super 

and rogue states, and increasingly, non-state actors.  

Research into corporate law analyses the rights and 

duties of companies and directors in light of corporate 

scandals and bankruptcies in a climate of volatile 

growth in, and dilution of, corporate wealth.  Criminal 

law research encompasses behavioural study that 

challenges the traditional reach of pre-existing rules 

governing criminal behaviour. 

An examination of research interests, publications, 

conference papers and award of grants also reveals 

that research at UNSW is collaborative, interdisciplinary 

and of practical use to legal professionals and policy-

makers.  Legal research relies perceptibly on social 

science methodologies, varying from interviews and 

questionnaires, to ethnographic and demographic 

study, to mathematics and statistics.   Consistent with 

these developments, researchers in the Faculty of Law 

have established important research collaborations 

with colleagues in other disciplines across Australia 

and beyond, from medicine to the arts, and from 

commerce to engineering.  Striking, too, is the extent 

to which research in this Report aims at solving 

real problems afflicting real people, while still being 

distinctly academic in scope. 

The research achievements of scholars in the 

Faculty of Law are the product of their dedication 

and commitment as researchers.  However, those 

who research owe a great debt to the research team 

that supports them.   On behalf of all researchers on 

Faculty, myself included, I extend grateful thanks to 

Professor David Dixon, Associate Dean (Research) 

who has painstakingly commented on research 

grant applications and carefully guided young and 

established scholars alike in their research endeavours 

over a sustained period of time. 

Professor Leon Trakman

Dean

Foreword
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In 2004-2005, the UNSW Law Faculty achieved 

great success in each of the key research performance 

indicators. In research grants, publications, and research 

student completions, the Faculty’s record has been 

outstanding. 

Competitive grant funding amounting to some 

$2.26 million was awarded by the Australian Research 

Council and the National Health and Medical Research 

Council. This was complemented by extensive research 

funding from a range of public and private sources. 

Such growth in funded research reflects a shift to more 

collaborative and inter-disciplinary approaches. Most of 

the major projects involve UNSW researchers working 

in teams, often with colleagues in other faculties 

or institutions. The subjects of the research – just a 

few examples are terrorism, prostitution, residential 

tenancies, tax reform, compliance, online investment, 

human rights, Indigenous governance, legal research 

infrastructure, refugees, juries – show the engagement 

of UNSW researchers with pressing current social, 

political and economic issues.

The number of the Faculty’s publications rose by 

37% in 2004, a demonstration of our commitment 

to research productivity. Just as funded research is 

becoming more interdisciplinary, so our publications 

are appearing in a wider range of first class journals 

and books. Also notable has been further development 

of the World Legal Information Institute (WorldLII), the 

largest free legal database in the world, led by Professor 

Graham Greenleaf and colleagues at UTS.

Research students graduated in record numbers in 

2004-2005. Setting higher standards for supervision 

and regularly reviewing students’ progress have 

undoubtedly contributed to success in this field. 

Essential to the Faculty’s recent and potential 

success in research is the recruitment of top quality 

staff. We have been fortunate to attract both 

established researchers and young scholars of great 

potential. In 2006, Professor Chris Cunneen will take up 

an interdisciplinary chair in criminology, based in the 

Faculty. 

Ahead lie both opportunities and challenges for 

research in UNSW’s Law Faculty. The need to develop 

the research potential of the centres associated with the 

Faculty was the clear conclusion of a review conducted 

in 2005. By the time of the next Research Report, the 

Faculty will finally have moved to its new building. 

The working environment in the new building should 

enable the potential for collaboration between the Law 

School, Atax, our research students and our centres 

to be maximised. If experience elsewhere is any guide, 

the introduction of the Research Quality Framework 

will have major impacts on legal research. While our 

research will continue to develop in the directions 

suggested above, we will have to continue resisting 

the inappropriate application of a science model in 

evaluations of research in law and the humanities and 

social sciences more generally. 

After more than ten years as Director of Research 

in the Law School and then Associate Dean in the 

Faculty, this is my final report. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank colleagues for their support and 

help. I am particularly grateful to Angus Corbett and 

Kerrie Daley for their work with our research students, 

Virginia Fox for producing our reports, Paul Gwynne for 

collecting details of publications, and to Neil Warren for 

his successful efforts in developing research at Atax.

Professor David Dixon

Associate Dean (Research)

November 2005
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Mark Aronson, Professor, BJuris LLB Monash, DPhil Oxon 

Administrative law; regulatory reform; state liability

Susan Armstrong, Visiting Fellow, BA LLB Syd 
Litigation; Indigenous law

Richard Bauman, Professor, BA LLB S.Afr, MA Syd, PhD Witw 

Roman law; modern civil law; Roman legal and 
political history; Greek legal and political history

Tony Blackshield, Visiting Professor, LLB LLM Syd 
Constitutional law

Ashley Black, Adjunct Lecturer, BA (Hons) LLB (Hons) LLM 

(Hons) Syd 

Corporations law 

Audrey Blunden, Lecturer and International Education 

Advisor, BA LLB Wit, LLM Syd 
International legal education; comparative law; the 
legal profession; plain legal language

Dorne Boniface, Senior Lecturer, BCom LLB UNSW, LLM Syd 

Evidence; sexual assault; discrimination; criminal 
appeal procedure

Keven Booker, Lecturer, LLB UWA 
Federal constitutional law; colonial constitutional law

Kathy Bowrey, Associate Professor, BA LLB Macq, SJD Syd 

Intellectual property; cyberlaw; cultural studies; legal 
theory

Jennifer Braw, Adjunct Lecturer, BA LLB LLM Syd 
Business law

Sean Brennan, Lecturer, BA LLB LLM ANU 
Indigenous legal issues; native title and land rights; 
constitutional law

David Brown, Professor, DipCrim Camb, LLB Auck 
Criminal law; criminal justice; criminology; penology

Philip Burgess, Associate Professor, LLM Well 
Taxation law and policy

Andrew Byrnes, Professor, BA (Hons), LLB (Hons) ANU, 

LLM Harvard  and Columbia  
International law; human rights law (especially 
gender and disability issues); anti-discrimination law; 
terrorism and the law

Shirley Carlon, Lecturer, MCom (Hons) UNSW, ACA 
Agency theory; accounting policy choice

Maurice Cashmere, Senior Lecturer, LLM Camb 
Corporate finance; commercial law

Michael Chesterman, Emeritus Professor, BA LLB Syd, 

LLM Lond 

Contempt; defamation; free speech; juries; legal 
professional ethics

Anna Cody, Senior Lecturer and Director of Kingsford 

Legal Centre, BA LLB UNSW, GradDipLegPrac UTS, LLM Harv 

Clinical legal education: Indigenous legal education; 
international law; human rights and discrimination; 
access to the legal system

Chris Connolly, Visiting Fellow, UNSW Law Faculty, 

Director, Financial Services Consumer Policy Centre, LLB 

Syd, GradDipLegPrac UTS 
Electronic commerce law; financial services law; 
internet law; superannuation law

Angus Corbett, Senior Lecturer, BA LLB Macq, LLM Wis 

The interaction between torts and regulation; self-
regulation; corporate law and corporate governance

Anne Cossins, Senior Lecturer, BSc (Hons) LLB PhD UNSW 

Feminist criminology; sexual assault law reform; 
evidence law; child sexual assault; gender-related 
violence

Adam Czarnota, Associate Professor, LLM PhD N.Coper 
European Union law; legal strategies of dealing with 
the past; theology, religion and the law; law and 
globalization 

Jan Dalhuisen, Visiting Professor, LLM Berk, JD Amst 
International commercial law

Kalmen Datt, BCom LLB Rand 
Tax litigation; GST

Megan Davis, Visiting Fellow, BA LLB Qld, GDLP ANU 
Indigenous law; Australian bill of rights

Academic staff & their research interests
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Simone Degeling, Senior Lecturer, BCom LLB UNSW, LLM 

Lond, DPhil Oxon 

Law of unjust enrichment/restitution; commercial 
law; equity and trusts; private law theory

Robert Deutsch, Professor, BEc LLB Syd, LLM Camb FTIA 
International taxation; superannuation; corporate 
finance; consolidations; GST; CGT

Meiring de Villiers, Senior Lecturer, BSc Elec Eng Pret, 

MA JD PhD Stan 

Law and economics of information technology; 
mathematical analysis of law; application of modern 
finance theory to problems in corporate and 
securities law

Julian Disney, Professor, AO, LLB Adel, Hon LLD UNSW 

Global governance; access to justice; public 
investment and taxation; access to justice; social 
security and unemployment; urban and regional 
development

David Dixon, Professor, BA Camb, BPhil Hull, PhD Wales 

Policing; illegal markets; interrogation

Andrea Durbach, Associate Professor and Director of 

Australian Human Rights Centre, BA LLB Cape, DipLaw Syd 
Human rights law; public interest litigation; legal 
ethics

Brendan Edgeworth, Associate Professor, LLB (Hons) MA 

Sheff 
Property law; housing law; sociology of law; legal 
theory; law and social change

Gary Edmond, Senior Lecturer, BA (Hons) Woll, LLB (Hons) 

Syd, PhD Camb 
Expert evidence; law and science; law and 
society; sociology of scientific knowledge; public 
understanding of law

Sandra Egger, Associate Professor, BLegS Macq, BPsych 

PhD UWA 
Criminal law and criminology; violence against 
women; imprisonment; prostitution; the mental 
defences

Chris Evans, Professor and Atax Director, BSc (Econ) Lond, 

MA Lei, PostGradCertEd Leeds, PhD UNSW, ATII, CPA, FTIA 

Capital and wealth taxation; tax policy and 
administration; personal taxation; tax ethics; 
comparative taxation

Rodney Fisher, Senior Lecturer, BBus CIAE BEc UQ, LLB 

(Hons) QUT, MTax UNSW, MFM CQU, CPA, FTIA  
Tax administration; tax litigation; corporate taxation; 
corporate finance; administrative law; tax planning 
and avoidance; tax history; jurisprudence

Colin Fong, Sessional Lecturer, BEc Syd, AALIA, MLS UTS 

Legal research; taxation research guides

Christine Forster, Lecturer, LLB Otago, BA Massey, MA 

Carleton 

Tort law; victims of crime compensatory schemes; 
Indigenous issues; health and medical law; feminist 
legal theory

Arthur Glass, Associate Professor, BA LLB PhD Syd 
Philosophy of law; constitutional law; migration law

Janice Gray, Senior Lecturer, BA LLB GradDipEd MA 

UNSW, GradDipLegPrac UTS 
Native title; property and equity; water law

Yuri Grbich, Professor, LLM Well, PhD LSE 
Tax avoidance; trusts and taxation of trusts; tax law 
reform; institutional aspects of tax 

Graham Greenleaf, Professor, BA LLB Syd FACS 

Computerisation of law; cyberspace law; privacy law; 
intellectual property

Michael Hains, Adjunct Lecturer, LLB PhD Syd 
Corporate law; Financial Services Reform Act; 
financial products; derivatives; futures contracts; 
options; compliance regimes; human rights and 
treaties law

Kahldoun Hajaj, Visiting Fellow, BA (Hons) Syd 
Financial services law; superannuation law
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Denis Harley, Senior Lecturer, LLB Camb, BA LLM Syd 
Performance, breach and termination of contracts; 
professional misconduct and negligence; fiduciary 
duties; evidence and procedure; legal history

Deborah Healey, Senior Lecturer, LLB LLM (Hons) Syd 
Competition law and regulation; sport and law; 
compliance theory and systems

Lesley Hitchens, Senior Lecturer, DipTeach AMColl, BA 

Macq, LLB UNSW, LLM Lond 
Media and communications law

Helen Hodgson, Senior Lecturer, BBus WAIT, GradDipBus 

Curtin, MTax UNSW 
Tax law; administration and policy; taxation of trust

Devika Hovell, Lecturer, BA LLB (Hons) UWA, LLM NYU 
International humanitarian law; international criminal 
law; use of force; international courts and tribunals; 
international law and human rights in Australian law

Rosemary Howell, Adjunct Professor, LLB Melb  
Dispute resolution; negotiation including the role 
of lawyers in negotiation (doctoral dissertation 
completed)

Jill Hunter, Associate Professor, BA LLB UNSW, PhD Lond 
Criminal courts; jury trials; evidence & procedural law

Owen Jessep, Associate Professor, BA LLB Syd, PhD ANU 
Family law

Dimity Kingsford Smith, Professor, BA LLB Syd, LLM LSE 
Financial regulation, corporate law, online investing 
regulation, theories of regulation especially in 
relation to financial markets and products.

Kriangsak Kittichaisaree, Visiting Professor, LLB Wales, 

LLM Harv, PhD Camb 
International criminal law

Joanna Krygier, Lecturer, BA (Hons) Syd, LLB UNSW 
Professional responsibility; national market in legal 
services; comparative legal ethics; access to justice

Martin Krygier, Professor, BA LLB Syd, PhD ANU, FASSA 

Law and social theory; legal theory; law after 
communism; rule of law; normative social theory

Andrew Lynch, Senior Lecturer, LLB (Hons) LLM QUT, PhD 

UNSW 

Constitutional law; terrorism and law; judicial 
decision-making; equitable remedies

Gordon Mackenzie, Senior Lecturer, BSc LLB Monash, 

LLM Syd  ASIA  
Superannuation; corporate finance; international 
taxation; securities law; financial issues classification 
model

Margaret McKerchar, Associate Professor, BA  

(Accounting) CCAE, MBA UNE, PhD UNSW, FCPA 

Taxpayer compliance behaviour; tax administration; 
environmental taxation; tax reform

Annette Marfording, Senior Lecturer, LLB Dip HEd Dip 

Asian Studies UNSW, LLB Tueb 

Access to justice; comparative civil procedure; tort law

Jacqueline McManus, Senior Lecturer, BCom MTax 

UNSW, ACA 

GST; international taxation; fringe benefits tax 

Bryan Mercurio, Lecturer, BA(Hons) OWU,  JD (Hons) 

CWRU, LLM UNSW 

International trade law; international business 
transactions; intellectual property; public law

Gillian Moon, Lecturer, BA UNE, LLB Syd, LLM UNSW  

Human rights in international trade law

Nicholas Mullany, Adjunct Professor, LLB UWA, PhD 

Oxon 

Torts liability for damages to the mind 

Irene Nemes, Senior Lecturer, BA Syd, LLB UNSW, LLM 

Syd  

Hate speech and the internet; freedom of speech; 
criminal law; criminology

Garth Nettheim, AO, Emeritus Professor, LLB Syd, AM 

Tufts 

Treaty; bills of rights and other forms of human rights 
protection in Australia; Indigenous legal issues – in 
Australia, in other countries and in international law

Academic staff & their research interests
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Justine Nolan, BSc LLB (Hons) ANU, MPubPol Cal 
Human rights; corporate accountability; international 
labour law 

John Pace, Visiting Fellow, BA LLD Malta 

International human rights

Garry Payne, Senior Lecturer, BCom (Merit) LLB UNSW, CA 

Income tax; CGT; GST; superannuation

Linda Pearson, Senior Lecturer, BA Syd, LLB UNSW, LLM 

MPP Syd 

Administrative law, environmental law

Carolyn Penfold, Senior Lecturer, BA LLB ANU, MHEd LLM 

UNSW  

Internet content control; contract law; labour/
employment law

Richard Potok, Visiting Fellow, BCom LLB UNSW, BCivLaw 

Oxon 

Financial law; securities law

John Raneri, (deceased July 2005), Senior Lecturer, BA LLB 

Macq, LLM Syd, CPA, FTIA  

International taxation; CGT; taxation of companies 
and trusts; stamp duty; GST

Rosemary Rayfuse, Associate Professor, LLB Queens, LLM 

Cantab, PhD Utrecht  

International law generally including law of the 
sea; international fisheries law; international 
humanitarian law; international wildlife law; use of 
force

Ronnit Redman, Lecturer, BA LLB Syd, LLM McGill 

Discrimination law; human rights law; labour law; 
administrative law

Paul Redmond, Professor, BA LLM Syd 

Corporate governance; international corporate 
responsibility; legal education

Mehera San Roque, Lecturer, BA LLB (Hons) Syd, LLM BC 

Visual culture and the law; law and popular culture; 
feminist legal theory; evidence

Ben Saul, Lecturer, BA (Hons) LLB (Hons) Syd, DPhil Oxon  

Public international law (especially terrorism, human 
rights, refugees, humanitarian law, use of force, UN)

Nolan Sharkey, Lecturer, BCom BA (Asian Studies) 

Murdoch, MTax UNSW, CA 

International tax; taxation in China, Hong Kong and 
Singapore

Robert Shelly, Lecturer, BA LLB Syd  
Legal and social theory; philosophy; public law

Kam Fan Sin, Senior Lecturer, LLB (Hons) LLM PCLL HKU, 

ChineseLawDip UEA, PhD UNSW  
Trusts and their commercial applications

John Squires, Visiting Fellow, BD London BA MTh PhD 

Syd 

Religious violence; moral foundations of human 
rights; values  

Joan Staples, Visiting Fellow, BA Syd  GradDipArts(Res) 

UNSW  

Public advocacy; civil society; human rights

Alex Steel, Senior Lecturer, BA LLB MA Macq 

Theft and fraud law and policy; public order offences, 
legal education theory; computer offences; corporate 
fraud

Rachel Tooma, Associate Lecturer, BA LLB (Hons) Macq, 

LLM UNSW 

Stamp duty; land tax; pay-roll tax; GST; tax anti-
avoidance

Leon Trakman, Professor, BCom LLB Cape Town, LLM SJD 

Harvard 

Legal education; international commercial arbitration 
and constitutional jurisprudence

Binh Tran-Nam, Associate Professor, BEc (Hons) Cook, 

MEc ANU, PhD UNSW  

Tax compliance costs; public finance; economic 
development; international trade
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Prue Vines, Associate Professor, MA Syd, DipEd 

SydTeachColl, LLB UNSW  

The law and culture relating to succession on death; 
torts especially negligence and its expansion; theories 
of tort law; legal history

Matthew Wallace, Senior Lecturer, BEc LLB LLM Syd, 

FTIA 

Corporate and commercial law; international tax

Michael Walpole, Associate Professor and Associate 

Director (Teaching), BA LLB GradDip Tax Natal FTIA 

Taxation of trusts; stamp duty; tax implications of 
dealings in goodwill; tax compliance costs

Mark Walters, Sessional Lecturer, LLB (Hons) Sussex 

Criminal justice system; hate crimes; policing; 
criminal law

Neil Warren, Associate Professor and Associate Director 

(Research), BCom PhD UNSW 

Public sector economics; taxation policy and 
distributional issues; fiscal federalism and grant 
allocation 

Nigel Waters, Visiting Fellow, BA (Hons) Camb,  

MCityPlan Penn, MJourn UTS 

Cyberspace law

George Williams, Professor, BEc LLB (Hons) Macq, LLM 

UNSW, PhD ANU  

Constitutional law and reform; human rights; 
High Court of Australia; comparative public law; 
republicanism; electoral law

Leon Wolff, Lecturer, BA (Hons) LLB (Hons) MAJIT Qld, 

LLM Wash, GradDipLegPrac CollLaw,  

GradCertFlexL Griff NAATI  

Japanese law; Asian and comparative law; legal 
education

Hal Wootten, AC QC, Visiting Professor, BA LLB Syd, LLD 

(Hons) UTS, LLD (Hons) UNSW, LLD (Hons) Woll 

Indigenous law

Academic staff & their research interests
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Research in Progress

Research Area Researcher Project

Administrative law Mark Aronson z Judicial review of administrative action

Linda Pearson z Non adversarial tribunals

Ronnit Redman z Credibility and expert evidence in the refugee review tribunal

Ben Saul z Administrative law – the human rights dimension

Anti-
discrimination law

Christine Forster z CEDAW and women’s domestic litigation in The Pacific region

Ronnit Redman z The construction of “disability” by and in the law

Banking law Simone Degeling z Private law of banking

Capital gains tax Chris Evans z Compliance costs of the small business concessions

Capital market Gordon Mackenzie z Debt/equity rules

Commercial law Angus Corbett z The role of disclosure regulation in the emergence of the law of corporate 
governance

Meiring de Villiers z Quantitative estimation of damages in securities fraud and market 
manipulation

z Application of modern portfolio theory to investment suitability

Michael G Hains z A comprehensive legal analysis on options

Deborah Healey z Misuse of market power and unconscionable conduct
z Misleading or deceptive conduct

Paul Redmond z International corporate responsibility for human rights observance
z Corporate goals and purposes: the limits to the shareholder primacy norm

Kam Fan Sin z Commercial trusts

Leon Trakman z Alternative models of international commercial arbitration
z Rights and responsibilities of corporate directors and auditors

Communications 
and media law

Michaelm Chesterman z Defamation and media law

Lesley Hitchens z Public broadcasting: mechanisms of accountability
z Regulation and policy of media ownership and pluralism

Carolyn Penfold z Case study on internet censorship
z Content regulation in Australia

Comparative law Richard Bauman z The codified and uncodified versions of modern civil law: a comparative study 
of French and Roman-Dutch law

Adam Czarnota z Vetting law in central Europe
z Eastern European constitutionalism

Annette Marfording z Australian and German civil litigation – comparative and empirical analysis

Leon Wolff z Japanese constitutionalism in international and comparative perspective
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Research in Progress

Compliance costs Shirley Carlon z Impact of record-keeping systems

Robert Deutsch z Tax value method

Chris Evans z Impact of record-keeping systems
z Tax compliance costs of SMEs

Jacqui McManus z Estimating compliance costs of income tax

Binh Tran-Nam z Goods and services tax
z Tax dispute resolution
z Tax compliance costs of SMEs
z Non-commercial loss legislation

Michael Walpole z Comparative compliance costs of the 1936 and 1997 Income Tax z 
Assessments Acts

Computerisation 
of law

Graham Greenleaf z Global structures for free access to law

Constitutional law Keven Booker z Characterisation and constitutional powers over corporations and other 
persons

z Information management and contemporary constitutional arguments

Adam Czarnota z Constitutionalism in European Union

Arthur Glass z The nature of constitutionalism, the role of a review court

Andrew Lynch z Constitutional Dissent
z Constitutions and Emergencies
z Federalism and National Security

George Williams z Bill of rights
z International law in the Australian legal system
z Public law litigation
z High Court

Contract law Denis Harley z Liability of professionals in contract and tort
z Intersections of contract and property law

Corporate tax Robert Deutsch z Consolidations



11

Research in Progress

Criminal law, 
criminal procedure 
and criminology

Dorne Boniface z Criminal appeals and sexual assault
z Criminal appeal procedure

David Brown z Criminal law 
z The politics of law and order
z Popular punitiveness
z Criminal justice reform

Anne Cossins z Alternative models for the prosecution of child sexual assault cases in 
Australia

z The analytic utility of the concepts of gender and sex for understanding z 
criminal activity

z Gender and race in the sexual assault trial
z The sexed bodies approach to crime; intersectionalities of sex, gender and race

David Dixon z Police interviewing of suspects
z Audio-visual recording of police interrogation
z International policy transfers in policing
z Policing illegal markets

Sandra Egger z The relationship between the legal regulation of prostitution and the health 
and welfare of sex workers 

z An examination of the mental health defences 
z A survey of prisoners’ health

Christine Forster z Sexual abuse victims and criminal compensations schemes

Jill Hunter z Critical and comparative examination of criminal justice and human rights
Jury trials

Irene Nemes z Jurisdictional and comparative issues in prosecuting racial vilification in 
cyberspace

z Regulation of hate speech on the internet

Alex Steel z Reform of NSW theft and fraud offences
z History of public order offences

Mark Walters z Policing of homophobic violence
z Conferencing and homophobic offenders (repairing the harm done to victims 

and reducing homophobic violence)
z Victim impact statements in homicide cases, the potential impact of the new 

section 3A of the Crimes (Sentencing Procedure) Act 1999

Economic 
development

Binh Tran-Nam z Transition economy of Vietnam

Electoral law Bryan Mercurio z Right to vote
z Campaign finance
z Electronic voting

George Williams z Right to vote
z Reform of electoral law

Environmental Law Linda Pearson z Planning and development control

Janice Gray z Water law
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Research in Progress

Evidence Dorne Boniface z Evidence: character of the accused
z A psychological and legal appraisal of the impact on fair decision-making of 

evidence of an accused’s character in criminal trials

Anne Cossins z Evidence law reform in the sexual assault trial

Gary Edmond z Expert evidence in legal and regulatory contexts

Jill Hunter z Critical and comparative examination of the law, practice and history relating 
to the use of evidence of the accused’s character and propensity in the 
criminal trial

z Assessment of credibility and psychological evidence in the refugee 
determination process

z Comparative criminal justice, jury deliberations and judicial directions, 
credibility assessments of applicants in the refugee determination process

Ronnit Redman z Assessment of credibility and psychological evidence in the refugee 
determination process

Mehera San Roque z Domestic violence, propensity evidence and the High Court
Assessment of credibility and psychological evidence in the refugee 

determination process

Family law Owen Jessep z Family law in Papua New Guinea
z Domestic financial agreements (Australia and Italy)
z Domestic relationships law (Australia)

Financial 
Regulation

Dimity Kingsford Smith z Regulation of online investment 
z Legal implications of internet discussion sites in online investing
z Corporate governance through the securities markets 
z Regulation of research analysts conflict

Fiscal federalism Rodney Fisher and 
Jacqui McManus

z Australia-Canada comparative study

Neil Warren z Fiscal equalization in Australia

Goods and services 
tax (GST)

Kalmen Datt z The conflict between deposits and security deposits
z The relationship between Division 99 and stakeholders and sales of land and 

conditional contracts.

Jacqui McManus z Expectations gap between tax advisers and administrator

Rachel Tooma z Anti-avoidance

Michael Walpole z GST rulings and administration
z Expectations gap between tax advisers and administrators

Neil Warren z Economic incidence and distributional impact
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Human rights Dorne Boniface z Discrimination: the definition of race in Australian antidiscrimination 

legislation

Andrew Byrnes z The impact of the ACT Human Rights Act 2004
z The development of a new UN convention on the human rights of persons 

with disabilities
z The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women and the CEDAW Committee 25 years on

Andrea Durbach z The right to legal aid  – a comparative analysis
z Human rights and religion – examining the capacity of the human rights 

framework to integrate multiple systems of religious norms and laws 
z The impact of migration of health professionals on the right to health in 

developing nations

Andrew Lynch z Terrorism and human rights

Gillian Moon z Human rights in international trade

Garth Nettheim z The United Nations Commission on Human Rights

Justine Nolan z Human rights responsibilities of transnational corporations

Ronnit Redman z Credibility and expert evidence in the Refugee Review Tribunal

Mehera San Roque z Assessment of credibility and psychological evidence in the refugee 
determination process

Ben Saul z Bills of rights
z Counter-terrorism law

John Squires z Moral and legal foundations of human rights
z Religion and terror 
z Values and religion

Joan Staples z The role of non-government organisations in the democratic process

George Williams z Bill of rights
z Terrorism and the law

Immigration law Arthur Glass z Multiculturalism
z Compliance
z Discrimination

Ben Saul z Australian refugee law
z Immigration, race and counter-terrorism

Research in Progress
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Indigenous law Sean Brennan z A treaty or treaties between Indigenous peoples  and Australian government
z Recovery of wages and entitlements from government-run trust accounts in 

NSW
z Extinguishment in native title law

Gary Edmond z Expert evidence in native title

Christine Forster z Indigenous legal education

Garth Nettheim z Australia – Canada interchanges in the evolution and protection of Native Title
z Models of Indigenous governance

Prue Vines z Indigenous issues relating to inheritance and treatment of the body after 
death

George Williams z A treaty between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians

Hon Hal Wootten z Governance, self-determination and rights agenda

Information 
technology law

Meiring de Villiers z ‘Machines who think’ and their legal implications

Graham Greenleaf z Global internet legal information systems
z Interpretation of privacy principles
z Enforcement of information privacy laws
z Digital rights management systems (DRMS) and privacy

Bryan Mercurio z Electronic and internet voting: prospects and hurdles

Intellectual 
property law

Kathy Bowrey z Copyright cultures: an online research and teaching resource
z Law and internet cultures: a socio-political exploration of the development of 

global technology and information markets, and the ways in which these are 
regulated

Graham Greenleaf z Relationship between copyright and privacy

Jill McKeough z Industry issues arising out of intellectual property and competition review 
investigation; commercialising digital property

Bryan Mercurio z The internationalisation of intellectual property
z Intellectual property provisions and free trade agreements

Michael Walpole z The taxation of intellectual property

Research in Progress
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International law Andrew Byrnes z International law, terrorism and the non-State actor

z The use of UN human rights treaty body output by domestic courts

Julian Disney z Regional cooperation in a global framework
z International cooperation for tax reform
z Reform of the Economic and Social Council

Devika Hovell z International law and the Australian legal system

Bryan Mercurio z The law of the World Trade Organization
z Dispute settlement in international trade forums
z Free Trade Agreements and the multilateral trading system

Rosemary Rayfuse z The unfree seas: legal regulation of the high seas in the 21st century
z The future of compulsory dispute resolution under the Law of the Sea 

Convention
z Multilateral approaches to fisheries enforcement in the exclusive economic 

zone
z The international legal regime for the conservation and management of the 

Earth’s biological resources
z The international legal implications of disappearing states
z UN Security Council reform

Ben Saul z Defining terrorism in international law
z United Nations reform
z Peace and security in the Asia-Pacific region
z Torture and counter-terrorism

International tax Robert Deutsch z Australian international tax

Matthew Wallace z International capital gains tax issues

Japanese law Leon Wolff z Modernity and communitarianism in Japanese law
z Perspectives on Japanese law
z Rights and relationships in Japanese law

Labour law Carolyn Penfold z Offshoring of IT work

Law and society Adam Czarnota z Law, sovereignty and globalisation
z The role of law in post-communist transformation
z Law and collective memories

Brendan Edgeworth z Theories of law and social change

Gary Edmond z Expertise in law and regulation
z Public understanding of law
z Empirical legal research
z Geographical indications
z Self-represented litigants

Martin Krygier z Philip Selznick and normative social theory
z The political sociology of the rule of law

Mehera San Roque z Representations of gendered identity in popular trials

Research in Progress
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Legal education Andrea Durbach z Challenges in teaching legal ethics

Alex Steel z Theoretical approaches to legal education

Leon Trakman z Legal education in the twenty-first century

Leon Wolff z Active learning in legal education

Legal theory Adam Czarnota z Law, time and reconciliation
z Constitutionalism of the European Union
z Rule of law in Central-Eastern Europe

Brendan Edgeworth z Globalisation and legal theory

Arthur Glass z Decision-making, obligations to strangers, religion and law

Martin Krygier z Rethinking the rule of law in post-communist Europe

Robert Shelly z The inter-subjective basis of legal rights

Leon Trakman z Rights, responsibilities and the artificial personality
z The rights and responsibilities of corporate directors and auditors

Litigation Andrea Durbach z Public interest litigation and policy development  

Christine Forster z Public interest litigation and the Indian women’s movement

Popular culture 
and the law

Deborah Healey z Sport and law

Mehera San Roque z Public art and the regulation of public space

Privacy Graham Greenleaf z Asia-Pacific privacy standards
z Publication of Privacy Commissioners’ decisions

Private law theory Angus Corbett z The interaction of compensation with complex schemes of regulation

Simone Degeling z Unjust enrichment
z Unjust enrichment in Australia 
z Equity and unjust enrichment
z Equity and the structure of private law
z Unjust enrichment and insolvency
z Structure of private law

Prue Vines z Personal responsibility in negligence law

Property and 
equity

Simone Degeling z Equity and unjust enrichment
z Equity and the structure of private law

Brendan Edgeworth z Property law: changing concepts of property and the contracting state
z A longitudinal study of residential tenancy 
disputes in Sydney
z Prescriptive easements and the torrens system
z Equities, equitable interests and priorities

Janice Gray z Adverse possession: a study of adverse possession in the favelas of South 
America

Prue Vines z Property in post-mortem disputes
z Executors and administrators

Public economics Binh Tran-Nam z Environment and taxation

Neil Warren z Tax and welfare incidence on households

Research in Progress
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Restitution and 
unjust enrichment

Simone Degeling z Unjust enrichment
z Unjust enrichment in Australia
z Unjust enrichment and insolvency
z Equity and unjust enrichment

Roman law Richard Bauman z Law reform and ideology in ancient Rome

Succession Prue Vines z Informal wills
z Comparing wills and estates in history

Taxation law and 
policy

Philip Burgess z Tax avoidance
z International taxation enforcement
z Taxation of internet transactions

Maurice Cashmere z Financial Issues Classification Model

Robert Deutsch  z Financial Issues Classification Model

Rodney Fisher z Dissenting High Court judgments 
z Statutory interpretations in tax avoidance cases

Yuri Grbich z Tax institutional reform

Gordon Mackenzie z Financial Issues Classification Model

Margaret McKerchar z Environmental tax
z Tax advisors and tax complexity

Nolan Sharkey z Chinese income tax

Rachel Tooma z Tax avoidance

Binh Tran-Nam z Korea-Australia tax comparative studies

Michael Walpole z Taxation of intangibles

Neil Warren z Tax and the non-observed economy
z Measuring tax gap

Tax reform Chris Evans z Personal income tax reform

Margaret McKerchar z International comparisons of tax reform strategies and progress

Binh Tran-Nam z Simplification impact of tax reform
z Taxation on capital income

Neil Warren z Reforming State taxation
z Personal income tax design

Tort law Angus Corbett z Compensation schemes for injuries associated with medical error

Meiring de Villiers z Tort law and breach of information security

Deborah Healey z Tort law in the context of sport and recreation

Prue Vines z Tort reform process
z The dominance of negligence in tort law in Australia
z Negligence and personal responsibility

Mark Aronson z State liability

Trusts Michael Walpole z Reform of taxation of trusts

Research in Progress
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Research and Community Centres

Australasian Legal Information Institute 
(AustLII)

The Australasian Legal Information Institute 

(www.austlii.edu.au) provides free internet access to 

Australian legal materials, and to global legal materials 

through its WorldLII service. 

AustLII is one of the largest sources of legal 

materials on the internet.  AustLII publishes public legal 

information, both primary legal materials (legislation, 

treaties and decisions of courts and tribunals) and 

secondary legal materials created by public bodies 

for purposes of public access (law reform and royal 

commission reports etc).  AustLII’s policy agenda is to 

convince parliaments, governments, courts, law reform 

bodies and other public institutions to make the legal 

materials they control available free via the internet.

The AustLII collection contains full-text databases of 

all Australian legislation and Superior Court decisions.  

It includes most federal courts (High Court, Federal 

Court, Family Court, AAT etc) and most significant 

State and Territory courts and tribunals.  AustLII also 

includes a comprehensive Australian Treaties Library, 

law reform reports and law journals.

AustLII has provided its software and expertise to 

assist the creation of legal information institutes in the 

South Pacific (www.paclii.org), United Kingdom and 

Ireland (www.bailii.org), Hong Kong (www.hklii.org), 

Southern Africa (www.saflii.org) and Canada (www.

canlii.org).  In cooperation with all these organisations, 

AustLII has created and runs WorldLII, the World Legal 

Information Institute (www.worldlii.org), providing a 

combined search facility of over 400 legal databases.

WorldLII has also developed its own databases 

of decisions of international courts and tribunals.  

WorldLII also includes the WorldLII Catalogue of over 

5,100 different categories into which over 15,000 legal 

web sites are classified.  AustLII and WorldLII provide 

access to over 700,000 pages of information daily.  

AustLII’s users span the whole community, including 

educational institutions, the legal profession, business 

and government.

Through project DIAL, funded by the Asian 

Development Bank, AustLII has carried out in-country 

training of government lawyers in Mongolia, China, 

Vietnam, Indonesia, Pakistan, Cambodia and other 

countries.

AustLII is operated jointly by the Faculties of 

Law at the University of Technology, Sydney and the 

University of New South Wales.  It is funded by grants 

now averaging over A$1M per year from such sources 

as its host Universities, the Australian Research 

Council, CCH Australia Ltd, Australian Business Ltd, 

Asian Development Bank, AusAID, the Department of 

Defence, the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

courts and tribunals, law firms and other bodies.

n For more information see the AustLII and WorldLII 

websites, or email feedback@austlii.edu.au
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Australian Human Rights Centre
Established in 1986, the Australian Human Rights 

Centre (AHRC) is an inter-disciplinary research and 

teaching institute. The Centre aims to increase public 

awareness of and academic scholarship in domestic 

and international human rights standards, laws and 

procedures through research projects, education 

programs and publications. 

Its key objectives are to:

• undertake and facilitate interdisciplinary research 

projects with a particular focus on economic, 

social and cultural rights

• develop human rights educational initiatives by 

hosting workshops, seminars and conferences, co-

ordinating interdisciplinary human rights teaching 

and internship programs and providing a forum for 

domestic and international scholarship and debate 

on contemporary human rights issues

• provide accessible information on significant human 

rights developments in Australia, the Asia-Pacific 

region and internationally, facilitate access to 

online human rights resources via the AHRC 

website and publish the Australian Journal of 

Human Rights, the Human Rights Defender and 

occasional papers and publications.

The Centre undertakes and facilitates research 

(including post-doctoral research) across a variety of 

disciplines, including health, the environment, trade 

and corporate accountability, and international human 

rights and humanitarian law. It plays host to human 

rights research fellows and practitioners from Australian 

and international universities and organisations.  The 

Centre coordinates and develops courses in the field of 

human rights, and encourages cross-faculty teaching 

linkages.  Each year, the Centre convenes the Annual 

AHRC Public Lecture and a seminar program featuring 

Australian and international speakers on human rights 

issues of contemporary significance. It also hosts the 

annual Human Rights Essay Prize which is open to 

all UNSW students who wish to submit a research 

essay on a human rights topic.  Students undertake 

degree electives as Centre interns and as student 

editors working on the two main Centre publications.  

Through its research and educational programs, 

the Centre collaborates with a variety of individuals 

and organisations in various sectors working at the 

national, regional and international levels on human 

rights initiatives.

Associate Professor Andrea Durbach is Director of 

the Centre.

n For further information, phone 9385 1803, visit 

www.ahrcentre.org or email ahrc@unsw.edu.au

Australian Network for Japanese Law
The Australian Network for Japanese Law (ANJeL) 

is a collaborative venture by the Law Faculties at the 

University of New South Wales, the University of Sydney 

and the Australian National University.  Its primary 

aim is to promote research, teaching and community 

engagement with Japanese law, especially in Australia.  

It also facilitates engagement with Australian law by 

Japanese scholars and practitioners.  

ANJeL promotes scholarly exchange between 

the Australian and Japanese legal communities.  It 

mainly encourages collaborative and interdisciplinary 

legal research on Japanese law by researchers in or 

associated with Australia.  As a world-wide scholarly 

network, ANJeL also participates in global legal debates 

by promoting Australian and Japanese perspectives. 

ANJeL facilitates the organisation of major research 

projects, applications for competitive funding, and 

dissemination of research through presentations and 

publications.  ANJeL sponsors international conferences 

on Japanese law as well as various other seminars and 

events.  ANJeL has also reached agreement with the 



21
Supreme Court of Japan to host visiting Japanese 

judges as part of the Court’s overseas judicial training 

program. 

For further information, contact the co-director, 

Leon Wolff on 9385 3418, email leon.wolff@unsw.

edu.au or visit www.anjel.unsw.edu.au

Cyberspace Law and Policy Centre
The Cyberspace Law and Policy Centre facilitates 

research, education and public interest advocacy on 

legal and policy issues concerning transactions in 

cyberspace.  The distinctive aim of the Centre is to 

assess these frequently technical issues from a public 

interest perspective.

Core Centre activities include the organisation of 

conferences and symposia for the public and various 

professions, the support of research and publications 

by our research associates and postgraduate research 

students, training of interns, and promotion of 

awareness of public interest aspects of online and IT 

issues, including by making submissions and assisting 

other advocates to present submissions in these areas.  

Major past conference and symposia topics include 

“E-commerce and Content”, “eCrime and eSecurity”, 

“The Gutnick case”,  “International aspects of Internet 

regulation”, “e-Authentication”, “Legal Aspects of 

Cybermedicine”, “Spam Bill 2003”, and the “A-US Free 

Trade Agreement and Intellectual Property”.  These 

dealt with a range of cutting-edge topics such as 

mechanisms for ensuring trust in online transactions, 

the extension of privacy rules to the private sector, 

new legislative initiatives on cybercrime and Internet 

censorship, the resolution of jurisdictional issues 

in relation to disputes arising out of cross-national 

online transactions, and challenges for intellectual 

property in the digital age.  The symposia provide a 

forum for free-ranging discussion between experts 

about the issues involved.  The symposia thus avoid 

the usual conference format and allow experts a 

unique opportunity to exchange views.

The Centre is conducting a number of projects with 

a strong research element.  These include a review 

of the effectiveness of legal, policy and technical 

solutions to the scourge of ‘Spam’; the initiation of 

the Asia Pacific Privacy Charter Council to encourage 

debate about emerging privacy protection in countries 

in the region, particularly in the light of the limited 

APEC initiatives in this area; a briefing on issues around 

Digital Document Retention; and, in co-operation 

with Oz NetLaw, “Making privacy laws work”, which 

examines Australian privacy laws from a complaints 

and casework perspective.  In November 2004 the 

Centre held a conference on “Unlocking IP - New 

Models for Trading and Sharing Intellectual Property” in 

conjunction with AEShareNet, whose “FreeForEducation” 

licence the Centre launched in May 2004.

n For more information, phone 9385 3337,  

visit www.cyberlawcentre.org or  

email feedback@cyberlawcentre.org

Centre for Continuing Legal Education 
The Continuing Legal Education Centre (CLE) 

provides high quality professional education for 

lawyers and other professionals.  The CLE provides an 

important link between the Faculty of Law, the legal 

profession in Australia and the wider national and 

international community.

The objectives of the CLE program are to:

•	 provide programs which meet the legally-related 

educational needs of professional groups, especially 

but not limited to, lawyers

•	 develop the image of the Faculty as being in the 

forefront of legal development in key areas and 

active in legal criticism by running high quality 

educational programs in these areas
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•	 derive income from the conduct of programs for 

the Faculty’s purposes.

The range of programs offered includes:

•	 daytime or evening seminars designed to update 

the knowledge of legal practitioners and other 

professionals

•	 conferences which provide a forum for discussion 

of and training in new or developing areas of law 

and legal practice

•	 legal skills and accreditation programs for lawyers 

and non-lawyers in areas of practice and procedure 

such as immigration law and legal research

•	 short programs that can be accredited to one of 

three postgraduate legal degrees

•	 short programs in substantive law for particular 

professional groups, including professionals from 

foreign jurisdictions.

n For further information on particular CLE activities 

please contact the Director, Christopher Lemercier on 

9385 3227, email c.lemercier@unsw.edu.au or visit 

www.cle.unsw.edu.au

Diplomacy Training Program 
The Diplomacy Training Program (DTP) is a non-

government organisation (NGO), having an affiliation 

with the University, through the Faculty of Law.  It is 

physically located within the Faculty and enjoys the 

close involvement of academic staff in a voluntary 

capacity, both as trainers and Board Members.  The DTP 

was founded in 1989 by Professor Jose Ramos Horta, 

1996 Nobel Peace Laureate and representative of East 

Timor at the UN for more than twelve years.  The 

Program provides training in human rights and ‘people’s 

diplomacy’ to non-governmental organisations and 

other sectors of civil society throughout the Asia 

Pacific and Indigenous Australia.  

In its fifteen years of existence, the DTP has 

developed specialised teaching materials and 

participatory skill-building methods based upon NGO 

needs and priorities.  It provides an introduction to 

international human rights standards and procedures, 

including relevant United Nations conventions and 

institutions, and practical skills for human rights 

education, conflict resolution and good governance.  

Sessions include lobbying and negotiation, working 

with the media, NGO strategies and institutional 

standards.  

Since January 1990, the DTP has conducted ‘Annual 

Training’ sessions of three to four weeks in Bangkok, 

Manila, Sydney and Darwin, as well as ‘In-Country’ 

training sessions of one to two weeks duration in 

Australia, Fiji, India, Nepal, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, 

Taiwan and Thailand.  The DTP has trained over 900 

human rights defenders from 30 countries.

Its board members are Professor Paul Redmond 

(Chair) (UNSW), Mr Philip Chung (AustLII), Associate 

Professor Andrea Durbach (Australian Human Rights 

Centre, UNSW) Ms Olga Havnen (Fred Hollows 

Foundation), Emeritus Professor Garth Nettheim 

(UNSW), Dr John Pace (Australian Human Rights 

Centre, UNSW), Dr Sarah Pritchard (barrister), Ms 

Louise Sylvan (Australian Competition and Consumer 

Commission).  Professor José Ramos-Horta continues 

to be a patron of the DTP.

The DTP is independently funded from outside 

sources.  Funders of programs have included: 

Community Aid Abroad, AusAID, the Canadian 

International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic 

Development, the Australian National Council of 

Churches, the Commonwealth Foundation (London), 

the Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs-Norway and the 

Myer Foundation.

The DTP has close working relations with other 

NGOs, including the Australian Council for Overseas 

Aid (Canberra), the Asian Forum for Human Rights 

and Development (Bangkok), the International Service 

for Human Rights (Geneva) and the Unrepresented 

National and People’s Organisation (The Hague).
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n For more information phone 9385 2277,  

email dtp@unsw.edu.au or see www.dtp.unsw.edu.au

European Law Centre
The European Law Centre (ELC) was established in 

1996.  The Centre’s objectives are to advance research 

into, and promote the graduate study of, European 

Law and European legal and political institutions 

particularly with a view to fostering interdisciplinary 

studies in:

•	 European Community law

•	 European comparative law

•	 European and comparative human rights

•	 European integration

•	 the framework of economic, trade and political co-

operation between Europe and the Australasian 

region

•	 workable models for regional economic and 

political co-operation which may be of use in 

Australia’s own region.

n For further information contact the Directors:

Dr. Adam Czarnota phone 9385 2255,  

email a.czarnota@unsw.edu.au 

Professor Martin Krygier phone 9385 2240,  

email m.krygier@unsw.edu.au

or visit www.law.unsw.edu.au/centres/elc/index.asp/

Financial Services Consumer Policy Centre
The Financial Services Consumer Policy Centre 

(FSCPC) is a non-profit research and advocacy 

organisation.  The FSCPC was set up with a grant from 

the National Consumer Trust Fund. The Centre conducts 

research and policy advocacy on behalf of low income 

consumers and other disadvantaged sections of the 

community.  In conjunction with the Faculty of Law, the 

FSCPC also teaches a range of courses in the Master 

of Laws program, including Financial Services Law & 

Compliance, Superannuation Law and Insurance Law.

The Centre’s policy focus is on access issues and the 

affordability of financial services. Some of the issues 

which we cover include: unfair and anti-competitive 

fees and charges;  the relationship between the social 

security system and financial services; superannuation 

choice; insurance law reform; small business access 

to banking; and consumer protection in electronic 

commerce.

n For further information phone 9385 1208,  

email info@fscpc.org.au or visit www.fscpc.org.au

Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law 
The Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law provides 

a focal point for research into and discussion of 

important questions of public law for the academic, 

professional and the wider community.  The Centre 

promotes independent ideas and ground breaking 

research.  The Centre is supported by the considerable 

weight of research and teaching expertise in the 

area of public law contributed by other members of 

academic staff of the Faculty.

The Centre has a high profile and an influential 

role in public debate in the broad domain of public 

law - a site of considerable legal, political and social 

significance.  The work of the Centre is concentrated 

on specific long and short-term projects.  These 

cover topics such as bills of rights, the reconciliation 

process and native title, the challenges of responding 

to terrorism, electoral reform and the impact of 

international law on Australian domestic law. 

Inquiries from people wishing to be involved 

in these or other projects within the field of public 

law are welcome, as are inquiries from prospective 

postgraduate students.

n Professor George Williams, the Centre Director, can 

be contacted on 9385 2259 or by  

email george.williams@unsw.edu.au.  The Centre 

website can be found at www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au
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Indigenous Law Centre
The Indigenous Law Centre was established 

(originally as the Aboriginal Law Research Unit, then 

the Aboriginal Law Centre) within the University 

in 1981.  Since its inception, the Centre has made 

a consistent contribution to the development of 

scholarship, the appropriate reform of laws and policy, 

and the education of law students and others. 

The Centre aims to develop and co-ordinate 

research, teaching and the dissemination of 

information in the multi-disciplinary area of the 

relationship between Indigenous peoples and the law.  

The Centre has focused largely on the Indigenous 

peoples of Australia but has demonstrated an interest 

also in matters of comparative law and policy. 

The Centre has published the Indigenous Law 

Bulletin (previously the Aboriginal Law Bulletin) 

continuously since 1981 and currently produces 

eight issues per year.  The Australian Indigenous Law 

Reporter, a quarterly journal of law and policy, is also 

published by the Centre.

Staff and associates of the Centre teach both 

undergraduate and graduate electives in the Faculty 

of Law.  Staff and associates are regularly called upon 

to give occasional presentations in other faculties and 

outside the University.  

n For more information, contact the co-ordinator on 

9385 2252, email ilc@unsw.edu.au or  

visit www.ilc.unsw.edu.au

International Law and Policy Group
The International Law and Policy Group was 

established in February 2004 to contribute to the 

development of research in, and the teaching and 

dissemination of, international law through:

•	 offering a comprehensive range of contemporary and 

innovative courses in the field of international law 

•	 undertaking research projects in international law, 

where appropriate in collaboration with others at 

UNSW or in other institutions 

•	 holding seminars and conferences to explore 

contemporary issues in the field of international 

law

•	 developing links with international lawyers, 

nationally, regionally and internationally, in order 

to explore collaboration in the research, teaching 

and practice of international law

•	 encouraging students to develop their knowledge 

of international law and to gain intensive training 

in advocacy by supporting the international law 

competitive moot program

•	 providing high quality supervision for students 

wishing to undertake research in the field of 

international law

•	 providing expert commentary on issues of 

international law

•	 contributing to policy debate on issues of national 

and international importance by the preparation 

of policy papers and other publications, and 

engaging in community debate on current issues 

of international law and policy

•	 developing the possibilities for students to 

undertake internships in the international law 

field, whether at UNSW, or in other institutions in 

Australia or abroad

•	 building on UNSW’s historical connections with 

the Asia-Pacific region, to develop strong contacts 

with international lawyers and institutions in that 

region.

The members of the IL&P Group were active in a 

number of areas during 2004-2005, including law of 

the sea, international trade law, human rights law, 

United Nations reform, international humanitarian 

law, terrorism, and the domestic implementation 

of international law standards. In addition to their 

published research, they have been the authors 

of submissions to Parliament and other bodies, as 
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well as providing media commentary on a range of 

international law issues. Members of the Group also 

participated in the International Humanitarian Law 

Committee of the NSW Branch of the Australian Red 

Cross, were office-holders of the Australian Branch 

of the International Law Association and served on 

its international committees, and were active in the 

work of the Australian and New Zealand Society of 

International Law (ANZSIL) – among many other 

bodies.

n For further information, contact Rosemary Rayfuse 

phone 9385 2059, email r.rayfuse@unsw.edu.au 

or Andrew Byrnes phone 9385 2248, email andrew.

byrnes@unsw.edu.au or visit ww.law.unsw.edu.au/

centres/ilpg/index.asp

Kingsford Legal Centre
Kingsford Legal Centre (KLC) is the Faculty of Law’s 

law clinic.  The Centre provides a clinical teaching 

program for law students where students are able to 

analyse the operation of the legal system and lawyer 

client relationships while working on cases for real 

clients. 

The Centre is one of over 35 community legal 

centres in New South Wales.  Students work with Centre 

lawyers in acting for members of the local community 

who cannot afford private legal assistance.

The Centre provides legal advice in a wide variety 

of matters and takes on cases in areas such as 

domestic violence, discrimination, housing, wills and 

estates, employment, family, criminal law and victims’ 

compensation.  The Centre assists over 3, 000 people 

a year.

The Centre began operation in 1981.  It has seven 

staff, five of whom are lawyers, one of whom (the 

Director) is a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Law.  

The Centre is jointly funded by the Faculty of Law and 

the Community Legal Services Legal Funding Program 

through the State and Federal Governments and with 

assistance from Randwick City Council.  In addition, 

the law firm Freehills maintains the permanent 

secondment of a solicitor’s position to the Centre.

The courses Clinical Legal Experience and Clinical 

Program-Employment Law are electives for later year 

students.  Students can take a course in any session.  

All courses are available over summer.  Students take 

instructions from clients, draft documents, undertake 

legal research and are responsible for the preparation 

of any Court hearings.  In this way, students can 

consolidate their study of the law by practical 

application.  Employment law students are also given 

the opportunity to do some advocacy in the Industrial 

Relations Commission or in the Local Court on pleas of 

guilty in minor criminal matters.  Small group classes, 

daily tutorials and constant consultation with the 

clinical supervisors who are practising lawyers provide 

an opportunity for students to analyse both their role 

as lawyers and the role of law in society.  Over 60 

volunteer solicitors and barristers participate in public 

advice sessions in the evenings.   

All students enrolled in the course Law, Lawyers 

and Society undertake sessions at the Centre assisting 

volunteer lawyers in advising clients and learning 

about public interest law.

The Centre is an internationally recognised Centre 

of excellence in clinical teaching and produces bi-

annual Guides to Australian Clinical Legal Education 

and a clinical newsletter.

In its community legal centre function the Centre 

has been prominent in several areas, particularly 

anti-discrimination, legal aid and domestic violence.  

Students are also involved in law reform campaigns, 

policy work and education services to the local 

community.

n For further information contact 9398 6366,  

email legal@unsw.edu.au or  

visit www.law.unsw.edu.au/centres/klc/index.asp
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National Children’s and Youth Law Centre
The National Children’s and Youth Law Centre 

(NCYLC) is a community legal centre which aims to 

promote the rights and interests of children and young 

people throughout Australia.  The Centre commenced 

in 1993 as a joint project of the University of New 

South Wales, the University of Sydney, and the Public 

Interest Advocacy Centre.  

The Centre provides free legal advice to children 

and young people and conducts case work and 

litigation where the issues are significant to children 

and young people in Australia.  The Centre has a 

website which provides legal information to young 

people on a broad number of issues in an accessible, 

colourful and approachable format.  This is in addition 

to an email facility (LawMail) where young people may 

email the Centre for advice, information or referral 

from solicitors. The site’s address is www.lawstuff.org.

au

The NCYLC could not undertake the important 

work it does without the assistance of volunteers.  

NCYLC has approximately 15 volunteers assisting 

at the NCYLC every week.  These volunteers are law 

students from UNSW and other universities.  The 

NCYLC also sponsors a student each session as a part 

of the Social Justice Intern arrangements with the 

UNSW Law School.  The NCYLC is governed by a Board 

and Management Committee.  Owen Jessep, Associate 

Professor of Law, is an active member of the Board of 

the NCYLC.

n For further information contact 9398 7488,  

email ncylc@unsw.edu.au or visit www.ncylc.org.au

National Pro Bono Resource Centre
The National Pro Bono Resource Centre (NPBRC) 

was established in August 2002 as an initiative of 

the Commonwealth Attorney-General.  The Centre’s 

main objective is to promote and support high quality 

pro bono legal services in Australia.  Funded by the 

Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department, the 

NPBRC aims to meet its objectives by:

•	 producing materials and setting up systems which 

will be of practical assistance to pro bono providers 

and to people and organisations that are likely to 

benefit from pro bono legal services

•	 investigating, developing and promoting delivery 

of pro bono legal assistance to provide maximum 

benefit to disadvantaged communities and 

individuals

•	 promoting discussion and information exchange 

including through a web site (www.nationalprobono.

org.au), e-newsletters, networking events and 

conferences

•	 addressing barriers to effective pro bono work and 

advocating changes to the legal system that will 

facilitate pro bono work; and

•	 undertaking consultation and research that will 

support the promotion of effective pro bono work.

n The NPBRC is located in The White House and can 

be contacted on 9385 7381 or by  

email info@nationalprobono.org.au

Private Law Research and Policy Group
The Private Law Research and Policy Group was 

formed in the School of Law in late 2004 to foster 

research and scholarship in the area of private law.  

We define “private law” in a broad way to mean the 

legal rules and principles that govern the relationships 

between individuals in society, or between individuals 

and the state in those situations where the state is 
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afforded no greater privileges than a private person. The 

Research Group aims to encourage the  development 

of a wide diversity of perspectives on private law, 

from the analysis of legal doctrine to theoretical and 

empirical studies.

 The Group is particularly interested in highlighting 

research into policy and law reform in the area of 

private law. To this end, we encourage visitors to the 

Law School who specialise in the area and who can 

work with colleagues and give seminars; on our web 

page we run a research clearinghouse to highlight 

research being done in the area both inside and outside 

the Law School. We also encourage applications  

from postgraduate research students for Masters 

and doctoral theses in the area to be supervised by 

members of the Group.

The Convenors of the highly successful Fusion 

Conference 2004, Simone Degeling and James 

Edelman  are members of the Group.   The Conference 

Papers are to be published as Degeling and Edelman 

(eds)  Equity in Commercial Law (Thomson, 2005) .  The 

UNSW Restitution in Commercial Law Conference, also 

convened by Simone Degeling and James Edleman, will 

be held in August 2007.

n For further information about the Group, contact 

the Co-Directors, Dr Simone Degeling  

(simone.degeling@unsw.edu.au) and Associate 

Professor Prue Vines (p.vines@unsw.edu.au) or see 

our website: www.law.unsw.edu.au/centres/private_law

Social Justice Project
The Social Justice Project (SJP) was established in 

2000 and has three principal roles:

•	 undertaking research, writing and public discussion 

on a range of issues affecting social justice in 

Australia and overseas

•	 developing and coordinating joint activities on 

social justice issues with other centres, staff and 

students at the University

•	 teaching at UNSW on aspects of social justice 

and coordinating the Social Justice Internship 

Program. 

The SJP’s key activities concern 

•	 Social Welfare and Social Development

(especially social security, employment and affordable 

housing) 

•	 Economic Development and Taxation

(especially tax reform, financial regulation, and public 

investment) 

•	 Governance and Civil Society (especially at global 

and regional levels). 

Within these areas, the SJP undertakes research, 

writes articles, publishes papers and books, addresses 

meetings, provides media interviews, organises 

seminars and workshops, makes written and oral 

submissions, and participates in delegations and 

conferences. These activities are often undertaken in 

conjunction with UNSW centres or with governmental 

and non-governmental organisations at state, national 

and international levels.

The Project established Anti-Poverty Week which 

has now become a nation-wide program, and the 

Neighbours Program which develops interaction 

between community leaders in Australia and 

neighbouring countries, especially Indonesia. 

n For further information, contact the Director, 

Julian Disney, on 9385 2850 or sjp@unsw.edu.au, or 

visit www.antipovertyweek.org.au and  

www.neighboursprogram.org.au/
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“We’re in the business of large-scale construction 

of commons by whatever means necessary, and making 

them effective” says Professor Graham Greenleaf, 

co-founder of the Australasian Legal Information 

Institute (AustLII), and member of the Unlocking IP 

research team. Using the technological approach of 

constructing free access online databases of legal 

information, he has revolutionised and abbreviated 

the process of legal research. Through the Unlocking 

IP project, he hopes to use his experience creating 

online Legal Information Institutes (Llls) to increase 

the realm of publicly available intellectual property, 

and to make that information readily accessible. “The 

common thread running through all the areas that 

I’ve been really interested in is social justice and 

equity,” he said.

Graham and Andrew Mowbray (AustLll co-

founder and Professor in Law at UTS) began working 

on approaches to computerising legal information in 

1984, before the Internet had assumed the form that 

we know today. Only one other team of researchers, 

based at Cornell University, built an earlier Legal 

Information Institute.

The Australian research aimed to construct 

a readily searchable means of accessing legal 

information. The first attempt at a legal database 

search engine was an Artificial Intelligence approach 

known as expert systems. Expert systems function by 

attempting to translate the decision making process 

of a legal research expert into a computer algorithm. 

Graham Greenleaf
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