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What's coming up
Monday 15th August

  -Mindfulness Meditation 
   Workshop (12-1pm, 
   Quad2008)

Thursday 18th August
 -  40th Anniversary of the Law 
School presents, ‘A Common 
Purpose, Inching the Law 
Towards Justice’. Speakers: 
Andrea Durbach (6-8pm, G04 
Law Building)         

CONGRATULATIONS to UNSW’s teams in 
the 2011 Clayton Utz ALSA Conference!

We performed fantastically this year at the annual ALSA 
Conference, held this year at UNSW. 

ALSA Negotiation 
UNSW was represented by Dan Threlfall and Regan Nathan, 
aided by Jennifer Wilson and Stephanie De Lorenzo. Dan 
and Regan performed excellently and were second overall, 
only narrowly losing the Grand Final. They received one 
of the top scores of the competition in the quarter-final 
(95/100).

Paper Presentation 
Tom Liu from UNSW was also a grandfinalist, again only 
narrowly defeated by Flinders University. He presented a 
fascinating paper examining the definition of aggression in 
international criminal law.

Witness Examination
Jermir Punthakey, winner of UNSW’s internal Trial 
Advocacy competition, was a semifinalist in this year’s ALSA 
Witness Examination Competition. He was defeated by the 
eventual winner of the competition.

ALSA IHL Moot 
Zulpha Styer and Stephanie Erian were quarterfinalists in 
the ALSA International Humanitarian Law Moot. This is the 
best result that UNSW has ever received in the IHL Moot.

Many thanks also go to UNSW’s Championship Moot team, 
Jason Qian, Rommo Pandit and Samuel Sathiakumar; and 
our Client Interviewing team, Yixin Gong and Elena Ng. 

Emily Burke, External Competitions Director
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Thursday 25th August
- LawSoc and DebSoc Public 
Debate on Euthanasia (1-2pm, 
Chemical Sciences M18)

The Brief
                                                                                                                   ‘The Brief’, formerly known as ‘Innominate’      

                                                                                                                  A joint publication of the UNSW Law Society and Law Faculty
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UNSW Law Society Paper Presentation Competition 2011
                                                                                                                                                            
The only competition in law school that allows YOU to voice your own legal ideas
Should Tasmania be separated from Australia? 
Should conjoined twins be considered as one or two legal persons? 
Should we reform our double jeopardy laws? 
YOU can talk about any interesting or creative legal issue you want. 

This competition involves: 
• Researching and writing an essay on ANY legal topic of your choice (the more creative 
the better)
• A 10 minute presentation in front of a panel of judges 

The call for papers is on NOW and will close on Friday, Week 8.           
                                                                                                                                                               
For further info, visit www.unswlawsoc.org and email your paper to the coordinator at pa-
perpresentation@unswlawsoc.org

LAWSOC AND DEBSOC PUBLIC DEBATE ON EUTHANASIA

When: Thursday 25th August, 1-2pm 

Where: Chemical Sciences M18
                                                                                                                                                             
Do people have a right to bring an end to their own pain and suffering?

How can a person ever manage to make this decision?

Is euthanasia an inherently corruptible practice?

Does our current health policy fetishize life?

Come watch UNSW DebSoc and UNSW LawSoc’s public debate “This house would legal-
ise voluntary euthanasia” featuring some of UNSW’s top debaters and Australia’s leading 
figures on this divisive issue.

The debate will be affirmed by Dr Phillip Nitschke (Founder of Exit International) and Dr 
Sarah Egelman (Vice President, Dying with Dignity). The negative will feature Paul Russel 
(Chairman of Right to Life) and a representative from the Australian Medical Association.

Law Society Announcements



ALSA 2010 ACADEMIC JOURNAL
  
ALSA would like to announce the release of the 2009-2010 Academic Journal, which in-
cludes the top placing works from the National Essay Competition and the winning Paper 
Presentation piece from that year.

The 2010 ALSA Academic Journal has been produced by the 2009-2010 Publications Officer 
(Academic Journal), Kathy Molla-Abbasi. The publication has been produced in fulfilment of 
the obligations that accrued under the 2009-2010 ALSA term, and is separate from the 2011 
ALSA Academic Journal to be published by 2010-2011 Publications Officer (Academic Jour-
nal), Benjamin Hine later this month.

The 2010 ALSA Academic Journal will be distributed to most university libraries in Australia 
in the next couple of months. It is available immediately for download from the ALSA web-
site, and from http://www.alsa.net.au/images/2011/2010_ALSA_Academic_Journal.pdf.                                          

ALSA LSS MENTAL HEALTH SUPPLEMENT
  
In 2011, student mental health has continued to be a strong focus for ALSA. Recently, ALSA 
launched its ALSAtv YouTube Project on depression and mental health issues, featuring 
excerpts from an address by Marie Jepson, Director of the Tristan Jepson Memorial Founda-
tion, and an interview with the Commonwealth Attorney-General. 

Continuing this project, ALSA has produced an LSS Mental Health Supplement to provide 
LSSs with more information and ideas on the sorts of events, activities, and initiatives they 
might choose to run on campus to raise awareness and to advocate directly on student 
mental health and wellbeing.
 
The ALSA LSS Mental Health Supplement can be downloaded from http://www.alsa.net.au/
images/2011/2011_ALSA_Mental_Health.pdff.

LAWSOC SURVEY                                                                                                                                    
         
We need frank and honest feedback to keep your student organization relevant and useful. 
How can LawSoc provide you with more? 

Want to tell us what you really think? Go to: 
http://spreadsheets1.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dEZfdnFySDUtd0FQW
GFEYnNxc0xkcFE6MQ  

Complete the survey and go into the draw to win a $100 Myer voucher! (Note: Please in-
clude your name, student number and email in order to be eligible.)
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Electives Guide
Almost half your law degree is going to be spent on elective units of credit. If you did any 
amazing (or regrettable) courses and want to provide input that will reach the next cohort 
of students, send through an email to electivesguide@unswlawsoc.org and we’ll reply 
with some questions. Don’t let them make the same mistakes you did!

Poetic Justice 2 Released  
The 2nd edition of PJ for 2011 has just been released!  Look for the Facebook-esque      
covers from the Publications Shelf Ground Level, Student Services Level 2, and outside the 
LawSoc Office Level 3.  Grab your copy soon for a witty read! 

                                                                                                                                                                

Student Liaison Group Meeting
                                                                                                                                                                
The next Student Liaison Group Meeting will be held on Tuesday 30th August 2011 at 12 
noon in the Roundhouse Drawing Room. The meeting will be hosted by the Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor (Students) & Registrar, Professor Joan Cooper. All students are welcome to attend. 
During this meeting, you will have the opportunity to ask Professor Cooper questions relat-
ing to student life at UNSW.
 

Volunteering Opportunity
                                                                                                                                                             
Want to travel overseas with a group of mates? Experience a new culture? Make a real im-
pact for families in need? You could be doing all this over your summer break through Arc’s 
Global Village volunteering program. Want more info? Email globalvillage@arc.unsw.edu.au
 

Yellow Shirts
                                                                                                                                                                 
Applications open on August 15th (Week 5) at http://www.oweek.info/ysapp
Be part of one of the biggest and best O Weeks in Australia! Yellow Shirts is a great way to 
develop skills, meet a whole bunch of new people, and help others in a way that can make a 
lasting difference. 
Email  o.week@arc.unsw.edu.au

CLIENT INTERVIEWING COMPETITIONS: CLIENTS WANTED
                                                                                                                                                               
Ever wanted be the one who found the snail in the bottle?
To be wheezy and demand a carbolic smoke ball?

The Client Interviewing Competition is currently looking for students to act as clients for the 
Quarter Finals to be held in early week 6, from 6-7:30pm. Clients will be sent the fact sce-
nario a day beforehand - giving you plenty of time to get into character! If interested, please 
send an expression of interest including your name, email, and contact number to clientint-
erviewing@unswlawsoc.org, with the subject ‘Client Interviewing Actors’.
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New CAPS (Caunselling and Psychological Services) workshops for 
Session 2, 2011
1.	 MINDFULNESS MEDITATION

This weekly session will look at meditation from a mindfulness perspective. Mindfulness 
skills are a great way to deal with stress more effectively and improve concentration. You 
may attend as many or as few as you like but it’s best for you if you can come regularly. 
Duration: 1 hour.

Mindfulness meditation has been found to benefit people in a range of ways including:

•	 Improvements in mood & emotional wellbeing (i.e. less depression, anxiety, stress)
•	 Improvements in experience of chronic pain
•	 Increased concentration
•	 Increased awareness: living more in the present & less in the past or the future
•	 Increased appreciation of life
•	 Increased awareness of habits in thinking and feeling, hence more able to see 
            thoughts as thoughts and feelings as feelings and not get so caught up by them
•	 Increased opportunity to change unconscious habits.

Running every Monday starting from Monday 18 July 2011 until Monday 17th October 
(except Monday 29th August), at 12 -1pm, room 2008, Level 2 East Wing, Quadrangle    
Building

REGISTER AT https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/XHZYDVQ

2.    MANAGING THE RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR SUPERVISOR

This workshop is for Postgraduate Research students only, who are entering a student-   
supervisor relationship and want to make sure they begin this relationship on a firm    
foundation.

Wednesday 17th August, 3-5pm, room 2008, Level 2, East Wing, Quadrangle Building  
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Faculty of Law International Exchange Information Session
Semester 2, 2012

                                                                                                                                                                           
When: Tuesday, 16 August 2011, 1:00pm                                                                                        

Law FacultyAnnouncements

Where: Law Building, Room 389 Level 3 
More information:  http://www.law.unsw.edu.au/current_students/exchange/index.asp                                                                                      



40th ANNIVERSARY OF THE LAW SCHOOL
‘A Common Purpose: Inching the Law towards Justice’ 
                                                                                                                                                           
Speakers: 
Andrea Durbach,
Associate Professor
                                                                                                                                                             
Topic: 
‘A Common Purpose: inching the law towards justice’
                                                                                                                                                              
Description: 
Join us for a screening of ‘A Common Purpose’, presented by Associate Professor Andrea 
Durbach. A Q&A will follow the screening. Straight from its premiere at the Sydney Film 
Festival, ‘A Common Purpose’ follows Andrea Durbach as she returns to South Africa to 
meet her clients from the landmark Upington 25 trial. In 1985, when apartheid was at its 
most violent, a black policeman was burnt to death and 25 people were convicted of his 
murder; 14 were sentenced to hang. ‘A Common Purpose’ portrays the legal complexity 
of a notorious trial that marks South Africa’s transition from apartheid to democracy. The 
story - as told by Durbach, journalist, John Carlin and the accused - reveals one of legal his-
tory’s biggest death penalty cases and a battle for justice in a country where injustice was 
entrenched in law.
                                                                                                                                                           
Date:
18th August 2011

Time:
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Venue
G04, Law Building

THE OFFICIAL UNSW LAW FACEBOOK AND TWITTER PAGES ARE  
LAUNCHED!!

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/UNSWLaw  
Join us for all the latest on our exciting 40th anniversary celebrations and 
updates from the student, faculty and legal worlds! 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/#!/UNSWLaw
Don’t miss out on any updates from UNSW Law. Sign up today and follow 
your interests!
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Internships/Scholarships/Jobs
Rural & Regional Internship Placement Opportunities

Expressions of Interest

The Rural & Regional Internship is a new and exciting project at UNSW Law School. The 
aim of R&R project is to develop internships through the UNSW Law School that support 
organisations in rural and regional areas. A big issue in rural and regional areas is recruit-
ment and retention of lawyers. In this project we will investigate where students would 
like internships, work to develop opportunities for students in rural and regional areas and 
when these internships are created , match students who come from rural and regional 
areas with opportunities in their hometown area to attract and support long term staffing.           
                                                                                                                                                              
These opportunities will also be open to other students interested in experiencing le-
gal practice in a completely different environment to that of the corporate law firm.                              
This internship will offer law students the opportunity to work with organizations in RRR 
areas including CLCs, ALS, Legal Aid Offices, private law firms and local branches of Law So-
ciety. During the internship candidates will provide legal assistance, research and advocacy 
services to RRR communities while gaining valuable professional skills. 
                                                                                                                                                                 
If you are from rural and regional areas in Australia or are interested in the R&R Intern-
ship project during winter or summer breaks or by other arrangement, please send a short 
email detailing:
• Your interest in the internship
• Include your hometown & postcode
• (Optional) Provide details of any organizations you may know of where you would be 
interested in interning 

Please submit your emails to Zahra Farahani at z3292367@unsw.edu.au or Francis Gibson 
at f.gibson@unsw.edu.au

8



STUDENT INTERNSHIPS -  POLICY MAKERS 

Interested in doing work for a non-profit organisation?                                                       
WEFTS (Water, Energy, Food, Transport, Shelter) is a not-for-profit organisation established 
to develop economically responsible and environmentally sustainable public policies to ad-
dress Australia’s water, energy, food, transport and shelter problems.
                                                                                                                                                               
We will campaign using new technology to empower Australians to have their say on im-
portant national, state and local government issues.
                                                                                                                                                                
We will also be working with stakeholders to develop policies. Unlike other organisations,
however, we will develop draft legislation to take direct to state and federal governments 
to get our policies implemented.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

If you are a law student with an interest, knowledge or expertise in drafting legislation, 
and would be interested in volunteering your time to the  Policy Makers, please email us at 
info@wefts.org.au. 

To make this possible WEFTS needs a body of lawyers. We’re looking for law students 
who wil volunteer their time to the WEFTS cause. 

For more Information visit http://www.wefts.org.au
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

http://www.youthleadership.org.au is a hub for youth leadership and volunteering op-
portunities across Australia. It features opportunities, programs, and organisations that 
young people can use to make a difference, connect with other like minded young people, 
or build professional skills. We have included a sample of the newest opportunities below, 
make sure you see the website for a complete listing!

Check us out on, Twitter: http://twitter.com.#!/leadershipAU or Facebook at http://www.
facebook.com/youthleadershipAU?utm_source=Uni+Clubs&utm_campaign=9d30c9fb97-
Online_Signups_03_08_2011&utm_medium=emails!

NEWEST OPPORTUNITIES
                                                                                                                                                                

ONE YOUNG WORLD: 1st - 4th September 2011 (Zurich, Switzerland) - The Second annual 
One Young World Summit promises to be bigger, brighter, louder: 3 days of world leading 
and world changing talks for young leaders featuring the world’s most established person-
alities that represent change for good. The summit will be held in Zurich, Switzerland on 
1st - 4th September 2011.

AUSTRALIAN YOUTH DELEGATION TO APEC & UNFCCC:  Global Voices is now calling for 
applications to attend the 2011 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in the 
United States and the 2011 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) in South Africa. For delegates, the greatest benefit of attending the either APEC 
Summit or the UNFCCC Conference of Parties is the access to world leaders and foreign 
policy makers. These forums are the premier mechanisms for dialogue in their respective 
areas: the former on the Asia-Pacific region and the latter on the international coordina-
tion of responses to climate change.

WANT TO PROMOTE OPPORTUNITIES OR EVENTS?
http://www.youthleadership.org.au sends out summaries of opportunities, events, and 
awards to thousands of young leaders across Australia. Hundreds of young and university 
ages students come to our website on a DAILY basis. Take the opportunity to use a FREE 
platform to promote student leadership opportunities. Contact info@youthleadership.org.
au



 What is U8:
The U8 is a global student network that connects students from around the world to discuss 
international development issues (http://www.u8development.org). We were established in 
2005 and have continued to bring students from across Europe, South and Central Asia, Af-
rica as well as Central America together to discuss an eclectic range of development issues 
with a view to engaging policy makers and the media.

Get INVOLVED:
In 2011 we are undertaking our most ambitious projects to date and would love for the Uni-
versity of New South Wales to be a part of this. This November we will be hosting a global 
online summit that will connect students from all around the world for a weekend of truly 
inclusive discussion. A more developed country group will be twinned with a less developed 
country group; giving our members the chance to gain a new and honest first-hand perspec-
tive on life in developing countries, donor countries and the public opinion in each country 
towards the other.

This is a really exciting time to set up a U8 group or to link with the U8. Groups that decide 
to link with U8 will have the opportunity to use all the U8 resources, take part in our sum-
mits, and share views about the issues that are important to them, whether it is climate 
change, Human Rights, poverty and so on. It is also a chance to meet and debate with stu-
dents from all over the world.
                                                                                                                                                                       
More information:
If you would like more information about what the U8 is, how a U8 group works or what the 
Summit will involve contact Micaela: micaela@u8development.org. A Skype call can also be 
arranged to discuss what we do and how we can help you set up a group or connect with 
the U8.
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Events Board 
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Salvos Legal is having another Lecture Series and we have some amazing speakers yet 
again.  This is probably the most diverse line up yet and as you will see, we are privileged to 
have some big names.  The timetable for the Lecture Series on Saturday, 22 October 2011 
at 140 Elizabeth Street, Sydney, is as follows:

9.30-10.30am - The Hon. Justice Ian Harrison, Supreme Court of NSW - Sentencing in the 
age of Compassion

10.45-11.45am - The Hon. Justice Kevin Bell, Supreme Court of VIC- Procedural Justice and 
Human Rights: Informal Adjudication in Courts and Tribunals 

11.50-12.50pm - David Jackson AM QC - The Constitution in 2011

2.00-3.00pm - Chief Superintendent Anthony Trichter, Commander Police Prosecutions, 
NSW Police - How Lawyers can effectively engage with police throughout investigations / 
Inquiries and in Prosecutions

3.10pm-4.10pm - Children’s Magistrate Paul Mulroney, Children’s Court of NSW - Effective 
applications under s.32 Mental Health (Forensic Provisions) Act

In case anyone is wondering, yes David Jackson QC is THE David Jackson QC who has argued 
some of the most famous High Court decisions of our time (I don’t think that’s an overstate-
ment!).

Registrations can be made online through our website: http://salvos.org.au/salvoslegal/
salvos-legal-humanitarian/salvos-legal-lecture-series/registration-form/
                                                                                                                                                                      
Registration is by donation, however if anyone works for a firm that requires a tax invoice 
we are of course able to provide one so that your firm can pay on your behalf.  Just let us 
know.  All monies raised go to pay for disbursements for our Salvos Legal Humanitarian cli-
ents.  
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5th Annual Student 4 Student National Leadership Conference
                                                                                                                                                               
An event organised and run by students from the Centre for Student Engagement (CSE) at 
the University of Wollongong.In 2011, the Conference will be held on the 24th and 25th of 
September at the University of Wollongong exploring the theme ‘Limitless’ along with the 
topics: Strength. Vision.  Networks and Market Me.

Aim of the conference is to provide tertiary students from across Australia with the oppor-
tunity to explore aspects of leadership, develop their skills and knowledge and  facilitate 
interaction with like-minded individuals from other tertiary institutions.The Conference 
provokes thought, creates discussion and challenges the perceptions of the delegates 
about the world around them. Delegates will experience stimulating guest speakers, en-
gaging workshops and the opportunity to network with high profile leaders and other 
students.

For more information, please contact Swati Dharmaraj on 02 42218009 or swati@uow.
edu.au or visit the conference website at http://www.studentleaders.org.au
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WORLD MUN 2012 

The UNSW United Nations Society is now taking expressions of interest for the UNSW del-
egation to Harvard World Model United Nations (WorldMUN) 2012! The prestigious confer-
ence is set to be held in March 2012 in Vancouver, Canada, for the duration of a week.

WorldMUN is the premier Model UN Conference for tertiary students worldwide. Organ-
ised by Harvard University, each year the conference attracts in excess of 2000 young stu-
dents from all around the world with a keen interest in international affairs, diplomacy and 
MUN. For a week, attendees engage in high-level debate on the most pertinent interna-
tional issues, while explosive social events each night provide delegates with an unforget-
table conference experience. WorldMUN also offers participants the chance to take MUN 
to the next level, with a phenomenal range of committees that includes the Continual Crisis 
Committee, INTERPOL, the Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC), 
and so many more.

UNSW is taking 20 delegates to the conference, so submit your expression of interest by 
emailing Mira Bouchmouny, Head Delegate for WorldMUN 2012, at worldmun@unswunso-
ciety.org.au with your name, primary email address and mobile phone number for contact 
purposes.

Watch our Facebook page for updates. Feel free to email the above email address with 
your inquiries, or if you would like updates straight to your inbox.

The official WorldMUN website also provides comprehensive details about the event: 
http://www.worldmun.org



Competitions
LAW, CAMERA, ACTION 2011
 
What is it like being a law student? What do you get up to during a typical day at UNSW 
Law? Tell us your story in a short film for your chance to win an iPad 2!                                                

UNSW Law wants to see what “A Day in the Life of a Law Student” looks like so we can share 
it on our new website, UNSWTV and YouTube.  This is your chance to get noticed and have 
your say about your experiences as a student here.
 
Your film should: 
·         Be about “A Day in the Life of a Law Student” featuring one or more current UNSW 
          Law students.
·         Be 2-3 minutes in length.
·         Be filmed in HD and less than 1GB in size.
·         Be your own original work.
·         Be entertaining and fun!

Your film shouldn’t: 
·         Include anything which might be deemed offensive.
·         Include anything that you don’t have rights or permission to use.
·         Be a sales pitch. Keep it real!
 
The Prize: 
·         First prize is an iPad 2, valued at $579.
·         Two runner-ups will receive $100 worth of iTunes gift vouchers

The competition opens Monday 15th August and closes Monday 19th September. Full en-
try conditions can be found at http://www.law.unsw.edu.au/FilmComp. 
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